ANNUAL REPORT 2015
In 2015, SPARC Europe has continued to provide advice to policy makers on a European
level – particularly but not only in the field of TDM and we actively engaged in European
collaborative projects and various national and international Open Access and Science
events to help boost European OA progress. In 2015 SPARC Europe also introduced
several online advocacy tools for the Open Access communities to help inform and
engage with both research policy makers, library and research communities.
1.

Supporting the EU in the path to openness

SPARC Europe met with representatives from the European Commission’s DG for
Research & Innovation and DG for Communications, Networks, Content & Technology in
2015. With the implementation of the H2020 Open Access policy, focus in the European
Commission has moved firmly to copyright and re-use rights. From the viewpoint of
scholarly communication, re-use rights for text- and data-mining (TDM) are critical. In
this context, we met with policy officers and with a member of the Cabinet of the
Research & Innovation Commissioner to discuss what is needed for TDM to flourish. We
were also called upon to present evidence at a meeting of the JURI Committee of the
European Parliament. SPARC Europe also developed a briefing paper on Text and Data
Mining to inform the Commission and the European Parliament as well as the broader
Open Access community.
This process is on-going and is being very actively taken forward by LIBER for example,
alongside a number of other advocacy organisations that want to see an end to the age
where copyright hampers research progress.
2.

Collaborating internationally for greater European change

In addition to its engagement with the European Commission and European Parliament,
SPARC Europe has been involved in various international initiatives to drive the open
agenda forward.
SPARC Europe was also involved in the preparation of the Hague Declaration.
It also actively participates in both the Knowledge Exchange OA-expert group and the
Nordic OA-group.
SPARC Europe has continued to be engaged with two of Europe’s most important Open
Access and Open Science projects – FOSTER and PASTEUR4OA – in 2015.

FOSTER: Facilitating Open Science Training for European
Research: http://www.fosteropenscience.eu
In 2015, SPARC Europe contributed content to the new Open Science portal. This portal
brings together some of Europe’s key training materials in the areas of Open Access,
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Open Data and Open Science. It hopes to be a rich resource for Europe’s libraries,
research institutions, administrators and researchers providing materials for Open
Science training on various levels.

PASTEUR4OA (Open Access Policy Alignment Strategies
for European Union Research) http://www.pasteur4OA.eu
This project aims to develop and align the Open Access policy infrastructure in Europe,
encouraging policy development in Member States and in research institutions that
aligns with the policy for Horizon 2020.
The main work SPARC Europe was involved in in 2015 concerned supporting the
Pasteur4OA team in developing or reviewing from a collection of now more than 20
advocacy materials. Open Access stakeholders can call on these resources to develop
new policies or revise existing ones. The diverse document collection ranges from policy
analyses to country reports or to policy implementation case studies, e.g. SPARC Europe
wrote the following case studies:
• Institutional Policy Implementation at University College London (UCL)
•
3.

Institutional Policy Implementation at the University of Turin, Italy
Co-ordinating the Open Agenda

As communicated at the 2015 SPARC Europe Annual Meeting in London, Open Access
has become more detailed and nuanced and is, to some extent, superseded and eclipsed
by the broader issue of Open Science. As a result, SPARC Europe and the Open Society
Foundations jointly commissioned a report to help define future strategic
considerations for SPARC Europe. This report looked at current advocacy needs in the
areas of Open Access publications, Open Data, Open Educations Resources, Copyright &
Licensing, Text & Data Mining and Open Science as viewed by key stakeholders from the
funding, Open Access publishing and academic communities. A mapping of the
organisations in the wider Open field in Europe was also undertaken for this report. In
addition, these actors advised on the future direction that SPARC Europe should take.
This internal document will feed into SPARC Europe strategic discussions in 2016.
4.

Informing the Open Access Community

One of SPARC Europe’s key activities is to inform the academic community of
international developments and opportunities in an open and rapidly evolving
scholarly communication environment. In this context, SPARC Europe held
workshops, courses and presentations across Europe and developed various advocacy
materials and publications for its members and the broader OA community.
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Advocacy materials
SPARC Europe produced various advocacy materials in 2015.
A flyer provides basic information on SPARC Europe’s current advocacy services.

SPARC Europe commissioned several advocacy tools in 2015:
•

The Open Access Citation Advantage Service went online in January 2015.
This bibliography includes 70 studies that show whether or not there a citation
advantage for Open Access articles exists. It is a useful resource to call upon
when making the case to the research community that OA has the potential to
increase impact.

•

The online How Open is Your Research tool was published in January 2015.
This tool helps individuals, institutions and communities visualise how open
they are or want to be when managing and disseminating research or teaching
output.

•

The SPARC Europe Open Access Diary went online in March 2015. It brings
together European news and developments on Open Access drawn from the
international Open Access Tracking Project.

•

Europe’s Open Access Champions is a project that currently brings together
the views of some of Europe’s Open Access movers and shakers from SPARC
Europe’s member institutions. Look forward to a new online showcase in 2016
where rectors, professors, researchers and administrators from across Europe
tell us what still needs to be done for more OA and why.

SPARC Europe also produced several advocacy documents such as briefing papers, and
a talking point paper: http://sparceurope.org/briefingpapers/ These were:
§

Better ways to evaluate research and researchers
This briefing paper addresses the issue of research evaluation, which is at the
core of scholarly communication. It also looks at alternative metrics for the more
effective assessment of research.

§

Text and data mining for research and innovation purposes, and its
importance
This briefing paper includes SPARC Europe’s recommendations to the European
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Commission and the European Parliament on changing European copyright law
to ensure easy access to data for text and data miners.
§

Electronic Publication: Intended and Unintended Consequences
This talking points paper discusses developments in electronic publishing for
the Humanities from the Getty Research Institute.

SPARC Europe also produced OA support packs for its members in 2015:
•

SPARC Europe OA Advocacy Support Pack
This brings together SPARC Europe advocacy resources in one place.

•

SPARC Europe Member Policy Support Pack
This brings together SPARC Europe OA policy resources in one place.

Workshops
SPARC Europe organized 3 workshops in 2015.
Two workshops were part of the CERN Workshop on Innovations in Scholarly
Communications (OAI9), Geneva, 17-19 June 2015.
•

An OA Café: All you always wanted to know about Open Access but were afraid
to ask, 17 June 2015. This workshop was a place to quiz international experts on
Open Access technical-, cultural- and policy-related issues.

•

Monitoring progress towards Open Access – tools for institutions, funders and
other decision makers looked at the strength in certain advocacy tools, including
the SPARC Europe How Open is Your Research? A Checklist for Institutions.

As a satellite meeting to the LIBER Annual Conference, SPARC Europe hosted a
workshop on Open Access Policy & Training in Europe, on 24 June 2015 in London. It
brought the European academic library community up-to-date on OA global policy
analysis work done as part of the Pasteur4OA Project including the criteria that make a
policy most effective. Progress on FOSTER was also presented, including a presentation
of the new FOSTER training portal.
SPARC Europe also attended workshops such as: the SPARC Advocacy workshop,
London, 7-8 Jan 2015, Knowledge Exchange OA-Experts Group, Bristol, 5-6 Jan 2015 &
20-21 May 2015; The Nordic OA-group, Oslo, 12 April 2015; Monitoring OA, Knowledge
Exchange Workshop, Utrecht, 20-21 May 2015; TDM, Brussels, 6 May 2015; OA Meeting,
Copenhagen, 26 Nov 2015 and one for Science Europe, Brussels, 27 Nov 2015.
Conference and network presentations
SPARC Europe presented at 4 international conferences including:
•

COAR-SPARC Conference 2015, 15-16 April 2015, Porto

•

European Parliament JURI Committee working group on IPR and copyright reform
(presentation and Q&A session with MEPs), 22 April 2015, Brussels

•

EC Workshop on Alternative Open Access Publishing Models, 12 October 2015,
Brussels

•

Cern Workshop on Innovations in Scholarly Communications (OAI9),
18 June 2015, Geneva

•

NISO Virtual Conference: Scholarly Communication Models: Evolution or
Revolution? 23 Sept 2015

It participated in further international meetings such as the
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•

IFLA OA meeting, the Hague, 9 June 2015

SPARC Europe presented at both local and national events in Croatia, the Czech
Republic, Denmark, Slovenia, Turkey, the UK and US in 9 presentations including
•

Westminster Higher Education Forum, 26 Mar 2015, London

•

DEFF Online 2015, 26-27 Mar 2015, Copenhagen

•

AnkosLink Conference 2015, 9-10 April 2015, Antalya

•

Open Science Day 2015, 23 April 2015, Prague

•

166th ARL Membership Meeting, 28-30 April 2015, Berkeley

•

Czech Library Association, 13-15 Oct 2015, Ostrawa

Presentations primarily focussed on Open Access policy issues, TDM and Open Access
progress and growth.
Commissioned reports (apart from briefing papers and talking points)
§

V. Tsoukala (2015) University-Based Open Access Publishing. Internal report
shared.

§

Taylor, M. (2015) Better ways to evaluate research and researchers. Briefing
paper

§

Feigenbaum, G. (2015) Electronic Publication: Intended and Unintended
Consequences. Talking points paper.

Other
SPARC Europe was on the Conference planning committee of the COAR-SPARC
Conference 2015, 15-16 April 2015, Porto.
It also chaired the Grand Challenges panel, RECODE Project Final Conference in
Athens from 15-16 January 2015
SPARC Europe produced several other publications in 2015, ranging from journal
articles to reports to white papers.
§

Ball, D. and Swan, A. (2015) The Open Access Surge. eLucidate 12 (1) pp.1-4.

§

Ball, D. (2015) Open Science, Open Data, Open Access. A UKeiG White Paper.

§

Swan et al, PASTEUR4OA: Working together to promote Open Access policy
alignment in Europe. Work package 3 report: Open Access policies, March 2015

Thank you for supporting us in making further change by being
a SPARC Europe member
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